Extutf fif a letter 

Of M. dell Qaintinie , giving feme further direftiem and 
obfervAtions about Melons ; frcmifed in a manner in 
the Number next foresting 

MY great care this laft Month* . 

hath been,altogether to remove ^ ^TnI'm&T 
the fmal feeble branches(on which tis 
not likely that &nj or any good fruit will grow ) and to leave 
none but good branches. When-ever yon have a Melon, which 
corns well , knit on a branch , you muft not fail to cut away the 
reft of that branch , on this fide of the fruit , to the end that all 
the nourishment, that would have been difperfed into the whole 
branch, may pafs into that fruit, which Is found at the extremity 
of the branch; taking care notwithstanding , that the frnit be 
covered by fome leavs of theother branches, for its better growth 
under the fliade, in thofe parts where 'tis very hot. 

As to the time of the maturity of Melons , I mufttel you , 
that I mould have begun to eat fome, &, or io.dayesagoei bar 
that the Seafon hath been very unkind for 3. months together, 
aNorth-winde having reigned all that time, and reigning ftill , 
and dufing cold nights > infomuchthat I have not yet removM 
my Gl ifs-bells from them, which elfel had done 3. weeks agoe. 
I had .'knitted ones fince the end of April , fo that , there con> 
monly needing no more than 40. days from the time of a Melons 
knitting to that of its ripenefs, I (hould have eat of 
them before this time. Buttotel you the truth, I have the ad- 
vantage of having Melons knit, 3, weeks fooner, than any body , 
I know, in this Country. 

For the keeping of the Seed , you muft take no other Seed , 
but fuch, as is found in that part of the Melon, which hath been 
towards the Sun : And at the fame time you eat the Melons , 
you muft well ckanfe fuch Seeds , and rub them with a linnen 
cloth , until they be very clean and dry 5 then putting them up 
in fome convenient Clofet till Seed-time. 

Remember, not to eat the Melons but fome 24. hours after 
they have been gather'd 5 putting them in the mean time in a 
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place, neither too hot nor too cold, and free from any dry 
fcents 5 good or ill 

Otbiervealfo, to gather them feafonably,' when they are 
neither too ripe not too grcea: which you may know by their 
Yellowifh Colour, and by their Taile, commonly fplitting, and 
their Smel A Melon ordinarily requireth one day from the time 
of its being fmitten, to that of its being gathefd. I call the time 
of its being fmitten , when it begins to (hew its being ripe by a 
little Yellownefs , appealing in fomepartor other of it. This 
will oblige you 3 ( as I alfo admoniftied in my former ) to walk 
through the Melon-garden z. or 3, times a day , mornings , at 
noon, and in the evenings 

A Melon, that ripens too faft, isnevergood,fucharipenefs 
not being a good one, but proceeding from the poornefs or 
fickncfs of the foot, which makech it thus turn fuddcnly. 

The Melon muft be full , without any vacuity, which, you 
know, isdifcern'd by knocking upan it. And the meat muft 
be dry, no water running out •, only a little dew is to appear, 
iffuing out of the Pulp 5 which muft be of a very rcmilionGo- 
lour. 

Trouble not your fclf to have big Melons , but good oner. 
Thofe who covet great Melons, may have their delires either 
by fowing Seeds of the great kinds, or by much watering others: 
Which watering is a thing, wherein great care and difcretion is 
to beufed. As I have hitherto kept my GlafTes over my Me- 
lons, yet Co that within this month they are raifed from the 
ground to the height of 4, inches, fuppoited by fmal forks- 
io I fcldom water them , and but little at a time $ which is once 
every Week. 1® fliort, you muft Judge of the neceffity of wa- 
tering by the Vigour, which is required in the foot and leaves , 
uichout wJichthe fruit cannot he good for want of good noiv 
riihraenr a 
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